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As we begin the 2026–27 school 
year, I remain filled with high opti-
mism and gratitude for the opportu-
nity to serve the Lima City Schools 
community. The start of a new 
school year represents more than 
a return to classrooms and routines 
— it is a chance to embrace new 
possibilities, strengthen relation-
ships, and recommit ourselves to 
providing every student with the 
opportunities and resources they 
need to thrive in an ever-changing 
world. 

Throughout the past year, we have focused on building a 
culture grounded in high expectations, continuous improve-
ment, and meaningful opportunities for every student. 
Equally important, I’ve strived to cultivate authentic rela-
tionships with our students, staff, families, community part-
ners and local organizations. By listening, collaborating, and 
maintaining an active presence throughout our schools and 
community, I have become more deeply connected to the 
people and perspectives that make the city of Lima and Lima 
City Schools strong.

This year, our focus remains clear: creating learning environ-
ments where every student feels safe, challenged, inspired, 
and empowered to reach their full potential. Our students 
deserve nothing less. The work of transforming outcomes 
and elevating expectations has NEVER been easy — it re-
quires perseverance, adaptability, and a willingness to be-
lieve we can achieve greatness. Meaningful progress often 
comes with difficult conversations and ambitious goals, but 
those challenges are what drive lasting improvement. As we 
continue this journey together and build upon our success-
es, I am confident that the excitement of learning, the pride 
in achievement, and the belief in what is possible will grow 
in every classroom. 

We also recognize that education extends beyond academ-
ics. Whether a student excels in the classroom, performs 
on stage, competes on the athletic field, participates in ca-
reer-technical education, or contributes through service and 
leadership opportunities, each experience helps prepare 
them for success long after graduation.

At Lima City Schools, we remain committed to innovation 
while honoring the traditions that make our district spe-
cial. We will continue investing in instructional excellence, 
strengthening partnerships with local organizations and 
businesses, and creating pathways that prepare students for 
college, careers, military service, and life. Our goal is not 
simply to help students earn diplomas but to equip them 
with the knowledge, skills, and confidence to make mean-
ingful contributions to their communities.

Family engagement continues to be one of the strongest 
predictors of student success. I encourage parents and 
guardians to stay connected with their child’s school, com-
municate regularly with teachers, attend events, and cel-
ebrate both big accomplishments and everyday progress. 
When schools and families work together, students benefit 
from a united network of encouragement and support.

To our students, know that this district believes in you. Your 
ideas matter, your talents are valued, and your future is 
bright. I encourage you to approach this year with curiosity, 
determination, and the courage to step outside your comfort 
zone. Challenge yourself academically, get involved in extra-
curricular activities, support your classmates, and take pride 
in representing your school and community. Every day pres-
ents an opportunity to learn something new and become the 
best version of yourself.

To our staff, thank you for your unwavering dedication and 
professionalism. The work you do has a lasting impact on 
the lives of children and families throughout our community. 
Your expertise, compassion, and commitment to excellence 
are the foundation upon which our district’s success is built.

As Superintendent, I remain confident that our greatest ac-
complishments are still ahead. Together, we will continue 
building on our momentum, overcoming challenges, and 
celebrating achievements that reflect the strength and resil-
ience of the Lima City Schools community. I look forward to 
another year of growth, partnership, and shared success as 
we work collectively to ensure every student has the oppor-
tunity to excel.

Thank you for your continued trust and support. Let us make 
the 2026–27 school year one defined by purpose, progress, 
and Spartan pride.

André Rudolph, Superintendent



STUDENT ADVISORY
leads efforts to change dress code

Established last September, the Superintendent’s 
Student Advisory Council went to work quickly on 
asking for changes to the district’s uniform policy. 

Led by Angela Fronzaglia, who was chosen by the 
council to become the district’s first student school 
board representative, the group surveyed students 
about the policy and presented at a community meeting 
and at a school board meeting. 

The district then surveyed parents and staff before the 
school board made the decision to change the policy in 
May. The changes begin this school year.

The major changes in the policy include the following:

	 • Jeans permitted (cannot be ripped).
	 • Solid-colored sweatpants permitted.
	 • Solid-colored t-shirts permitted.

The complete policy can be found at www.
limacityschools.org under the “Students” and “Parents” 
tabs.

The advisory council is made up of students from every 
school building in the district. The group meets monthly 
with Superintendent André Rudolph. 

“The student advisory council worked very hard to get 
information and opinions from students around the 
district about the dress code,” Fronzaglia said. “We 
worked for months getting everything together to 
present to the board in hopes of changing it. It means 
a lot that the dress code is getting changed because 
it has been in place for so long, but getting the board 
members to listen to the student body and our wants 
and opinions, meant so much more.”
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Lima Senior student 
Angela Fronzaglia is 
sworn in as the first 
student representative 
on the Lima School 
Board. 

a note from the treasurer
As we look ahead to the new school year, I want to thank our families, staff, and community 
for their continued support of the Lima City Schools. 

Like many school districts across Ohio, we are navigating a period of economic uncertainty. 
Rising costs and ongoing changes in state funding and property tax legislation have created 
additional challenges for our district. Despite these challenges, we remain committed to being 

responsible stewards of taxpayer dollars and will continue to make thoughtful decisions that put our students first. 

Earlier this school year, our school board approved $2 million in reductions to begin tackling a deficit created by 
those rising costs and uncertainties in school funding. We will continue to be diligent in identifying ways we can 
reduce our expenses while still providing the best possible education for our students.

This November, voters will see a renewal levy on the ballot. It is important to note that this is a renewal of an ex-
isting levy and will not cost taxpayers any additional money. This levy will allow the district to continue receiving 
the funding our community has already approved. It is important funding that supports the programs, services, 
and opportunities our students rely on every day. 

We are grateful for the trust our community places in us and remain committed to providing transparency, ac-
countability, and a quality education for every student.

Thank you for your support!  
Heather Sharp, Treasurer
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LIMA SENIOR CELEBRATES 70 YEARS 
Lima Senior High School spent the past school year 
celebrating its 70th anniversary, culminating in a sold-
out anniversary celebration basketball game. 

Alumni purchased t-shirts, buttons and cookies  
made by LSH culinary students commemorating the 
anniversary, and gathered on the gym floor before the 
game for an emotional coming together to sing the 
Alma Mater. 

Alumni joined the Lima Senior Pep Band for the game, 
and alumni cheerleaders were part of the halftime 
show. Honorary basketball players and coaches from 
the past were recognized as well. Honoring Barb Fisher, 
a member of the first Lima Senior graduating class, 
proved to be the highlight of the day. 

“It really was an incredible afternoon and the perfect 
way to celebrate the 70th anniversary,” Athletic Director 
John Zell said. “To see all the alumni here, and so many 
coming down to sing the Alma Mater together, including 
Barb, that’s something I think everyone will remember 
for a very long time.”

Lima Senior opened in 1955, bringing the Central High 
School Dragons and South High School Tigers under 
one roof to become Spartans. South and Central 
remained as junior high schools. The first Lima Senior 
Class graduated in the spring of 1956. 

The lobby outside the gymnasium at the game was 
filled with collages of pictures from the past, along with 
a banner detailing the school’s history, all created by 
Lima Senior’s Graphic Communications program. 

The district reminisced about the school’s 70-year 
history in social media posts throughout the year and a 
special video, featuring Fisher and graduates spanning 
multiple decades. To find the anniversary videos, look 
for LCSSpartanNews on YouTube.

Alumni were invited to gather on the gym floor before the 
anniversary celebration basketball game to sing the Lima Senior 
Alma Mater together. 

The anniversary 
celebration included 
special recognition of 
Barb Fisher, a member 
of the first Lima Senior 
graduating class. Pictured 
here, LSH Principal Darnell 
Collins presents her with 
flowers at halftime. 

LIMA CITY SCHOOLS

CELEBRATION and

SCHOOL SUPPLY GIVE-AWAY

4-6 PM
TUESDAY, 

AUGUST 11
MARTIN LUTHER KING PARK

400 E. EIGHTH STREET

FREE SCHOOL SUPPLIES, DINNER, 
GAMES, ACTIVITIES AND MORE! 

The district sold 
anniversary T-shirts and 
the Lima Senior Graphic 
Communications program 
created this collage and 
many other pieces given to 
people and displayed in the 
lobby outside the gym.



It was another outstanding year for the Lima City Schools, 
with staff and students getting recognized for academics, 
music, art, athletics and many other achievements. Below 
are just a few of the many.
•	 Lima Senior Ag students Dakota Dobbins and Mekhi Ga-

ree-Lomen were selected to the Allen County Junior Fair 
Board, representing LSH FFA. 

•	 Lima Senior art student 
Yarah Al-Hisah won a Sil-
ver Medal Award through 
the Scholastic Art and 
Writing National Compe-
tition. With over 335,000 
pieces of artwork sub-
mitted nationally, Yarah’s 
work – a drawing titled 
“Holding on to My Childish Things”   was in the top one 
percent. Rose Lawrence earned Honorable Mention for 
her drawing in the Scholastic Competition. 

•	 Twenty-three Lima Senior students had artwork on dis-
play in the 2026 Wassenberg High School Art Invitational 
in Van Wert, including first-Place winner A’najiah Harris, 
and Yarah Al-Hisah and Savannah Ward, who both earned 
Honorable Mention. Twenty-one students had work ac-
cepted into “The Rhythm of the Muse” juried art show 
at the Wassenberg Art Center in Van Wert. Mayla Manley 
won Best of Show, Eliot Spallinger won second place, and 
Debbie Jean won third place.  Honorable Mentions were 
awarded to Trentessa Chess, Eliot Spallinger, Aaron Par-
rish, Saniya Wadley and Ma’Kylee Lott.  

•	 Lima Senior Band Director Kelly Fronzaglia and Culinary 
Teacher Lauren Bondrowski were selected as Claes Nobel 
Educators of Distinction by The National Society of High 
School Scholars. They were nominated by LSH student 
Ja’Kearius Talbert.

•	 Heritage Elementary student Colton Stuber and Lima Se-
nior student Simaya Morgan became the first recipients of 
the Lima Kiwanis Club’s Robert Day Outstanding Service 
Leader Award.

•	 The following were winners of the Lima Rotary Club’s 
Four-Way Test Essay Contest: Sofia Palmerin-Jarmin (first 
place, Liberty Arts Magnet), Presley Delph (second place, 
South Science and Technology Magnet) and Addison Do-
riety (third place, Liberty).

•	 Lima Senior students Alyssa Guthrie, Evan Ketterer, Josi-
ah Phillips and John Thompson were selected to the Ohio 
Music Education Association’s (OMEA) District 3 Honor 
Choir.

•	 Lima Senior High School Art Teacher Karlyn Short was the 
recipient of an Ohio Outstanding Art Teacher Award. 

•	 LSH Culinary students Rob-
ert Todd and E’Laejah Brown 
both won first place at the 
Ohio Family, Career and Com-
munity Leaders of America 
(FCCLA) competition. 

•	 For the third year, LCS received a Best Communities for 
Music Education Award from the NAMM Foundation. The 
recognition is awarded to schools that demonstrate a 
deep commitment to music education. LCS was among 
50 to get the award in Ohio, and the only in Allen or sur-
rounding counties. 

•	 Kamryn Forrest was Lima Senior’s Accepting the Chal-
lenge of Excellence (A.C.E.) award winner through the 
Lima Exchange Club. Eliot Spallinger was also recognized 
by the Exchange Club at its Youth of the Year Luncheon. 
Alexandria Weber was Lima Senior’s representative at the 
Lima Noon Optimist Club’s Youth Appreciation Luncheon.

•	 Superintendent André Rudolph received a Maple Heights 
High School Pathfinders Award from his alma mater. 

•	 District Social Workers 
received a Friend of Chil-
dren Award from Allen 
County Children Services 
at its Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month Luncheon.

•	 Lima Senior athletes shined this year and dominated the 
Toledo City Athletic League, winning 11 league champi-
onships. LSH also had 12 League Players of the Year: 
Janiaus Hall and Karl Stokes (football), Angela Fronzaglia, 
Jaislynn Ingram and Yahir Brito-Diaz (soccer), Alisandra 
Vanmeter (Volleyball and Bowling), Makayla Rader (ten-
nis), Cooper Twining (bowling), Willie Foster (basketball), 
Angie Kohlhofer (softball) and Blake Hahn (golf). Coach 
of the Year honors went to Bill Lawrence (football), Paul 
Fronzaglia (girls soccer), Quincey Simpson (boys basket-
ball), Mike Kirian (boys bowling), and Chris Rader (girls 
bowling).  

•	 Lima Senior students Nick Hughes and Jaelia Wilson grad-
uated from the Allen Lima Youth Leadership program. 

•	 Lima Senior Graphics students Yarah Al-Hisah and Savan-
nah Ward were recognized at the Mercy Health Tobacco 
Prevention and Education Symposium for their poster de-
signs displayed around our schools and in the community.

continued on page 5

Students, Staff Collect 
Awards and Recognitions
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A little early rain couldn’t stop the Lima Senior Class 
of 2026!

Just over 200 graduates braved some early sprinkles 
at Spartan Stadium, before the skies cleared May 23 
and they walked across the stage to get their diplomas. 

“In just a few minutes, you will step off this stage 
as high school graduates, with the rest of your lives 
waiting for you,” Superintendent André Rudolph told 
the graduates. “You have the tools and the support 
to be successful, so get out there and show the world 
what a Spartan can do.” 

This year’s Valedictorian was Andrew Bowsher and the 
Salutatorian was A’najiah Harris. Bowsher will study 
mechanical engineering at Ohio Northern University. 
Harris is headed to The Ohio State University to study 
nursing. 

The Class of 2026 earned $3 million in scholarships, 
those being awarded earlier in the week at Convocation. 
Walking together for the first time in their caps and 
gowns, graduates were greeted by families, alumni 
and others who provide scholarships to LSH students. 

Graduation season also included Lima Senior’s 
Academic, Military and Career Signing event, where 
graduates signed ceremonial certificates and a large 
banner that now hangs in a hallway alongside past 
classes. Students participating had already been 
accepted to a college, the military or the workforce.

Graduation Outlasts Rain, Class of 2026 
Earns $3 million in Scholarships 

continued Awards and Recognitions

5

Valedictorian Andrew Bowsher 
and Salutatorian A’najiah Harris

•	 The following Lima Senior students won music awards: 
Eliot Spallinger, National School Choral Award; Adrian 
Lewis, Blackburn Excellence in Choral Music Award; Car-
son Dick, National School Orchestra Award; Jacquelyn 
Waithe, Director’s Award for Orchestra; Lucas Harken-
rider, Leonard Bernstein Musicianship Award; Ali Weber, 
Patrick Gilmore Award; Makylee Lott, National School 
Marching Band Award; Tamiah Pryor, National School 
Color Guard Award; Josiah Phillips, Woody Herman Jazz 
Award; Amilliana Roach, Louis Armstrong Jazz Award; 
and Ian Snobeck, John Philip Sousa Award.

•	 Lima City Schools’ employees Emmanuel Curtis and Teal 
George were among those inducted into the LCS Athletic 
Hall of Fame this year. 

•	 Two Lima Senior Early Childhood Education students will 
serve as Ohio Educators Rising officers next school year. 
Mason Tatro will serve as Chief Community Service and 
Outreach Officer, and A’Riyah Bowie will be Chief Reten-
tion and Engagement Officer.

•	 Lima Senior’s Josiah Phillips was elected President of the 
Senate at the YMCA Youth and Government High School 
State Assembly. He will serve this school year. Also, two 
LSH bills were signed by the Youth Governor to become 
laws. Those were written and presented by Jaleigh Smith 
and bill partners Morgan Cunningham and Adriana Good.



Five-hundred students representing every school 
and grade in the district gathered on stage for the 
All City Choir: America 250 Concert at the Veter-
ans Memorial Civic Center. Every seat in the perfor-
mance hall was filled! 

Schools around the district held Family Night events 
throughout the school year. Unity Elementary School 
held a Family Cooking Night at Lima Senior’s Spar-

tan Inn. With the help of 
high school culinary stu-
dents, families cooked a 
meal together and took 
a cookbook home. 

Lima Senior High School hosted this year’s Allen 
County Children Services Flag Raising Ceremony 
to kick off Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. The 
district’s School Resource 
Officers assisted with the 
flags and the LSH Sparta-
naires sang the National 
Anthem. 

This year’s Farm Day 
brought every fourth grad-
er in the district to Lima 
Senior’s Agriculture and 
Outdoor Occupations and 
Engineering Technology 
Campus. Students experi-

enced the greenhouse, met farm animals and par-
ticipated in other hands-on agriculture activities.

 

The City of Lima 
asked the Lima Se-
nior Marching Pride’s 
percussion section to 
participate in Mayor 
Sharetta Smith’s Swearing-In Ceremony. Students 
played during a walk downtown and then before 
the ceremony began.

The Lima Senior Boys Basket-
ball Team brought Spartan fans 
a season of intensity, team bas-
ketball, high-flying dunks and a 
trip to the State Final Four. The 
community embraced this team, 
packing the Lima Senior Gymna-
sium all season and showing up 
for a state-bound sendoff. 

North Middle School stu-
dents in its afterschool 
program completed a five-
week bicycle education 
program and received new 
bikes. Students learned 
bike safety and maintenance. This was a commu-
nity partnership with the City of Lima, Open Doors 
Academy and The Wheelhouse - A Christian Bicycle 
Cooperative. 

With the Lima Community Aquatic Park open last 
school year, all second and sixth-grade students in 

the district took swim les-
sons during the school day. 
We are excited to continue 
this in the coming school 
year. 

Liberty Arts Magnet School brought back dancer Bri-
anna Rhodes for another residency this year. Ahead 
of the residency, each grade level worked on a dif-
ferent form of poetry and 
explored different themes. 
Rhodes and the students 
then choreographed them 
into dances later present-
ed at a performance. 

Our YEAR in PICTURES
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CONNECT WITH LCS!

limacityschools.org
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VETERANS WALL OF HONOR
Dedication set for Sept. 4

The Lima City Schools will dedicate its Veterans Wall of 
Honor at a special ceremony at 11 a.m. Friday, Sept. 
4, in front of Lima Senior High School, where the wall 
will be located.

The school district began collecting names and raising 
money for the wall several years ago, and is planning an 
event that will highlight donors who made it possible, 
and honor the veterans whose names are on the wall.

“Much time and work has been put into this project 
and we are so excited to finally say it is complete,” 
Superintendent André Rudolph said. “We can’t wait for 
people to see it and join us as we celebrate and honor 
these brave men and women who served our country. 
This is going to be a very special day for our school 
district and entire community.” 

The dedication ceremony will include speakers, 
proclamations from public officials, music, food, an 
official ribbon cutting and more. 

Bob Johns, of Johns Memorials, created the wall. He 
is a Lima Senior graduate and veteran. Elite Builders 
General Contracting did the work to prepare the site 
for the wall at no cost to the district. Core Consulting 
donated design and specification work. 

The district has collected nearly 800 names of veterans 
and graduates of Lima Senior, Central and South high 
schools. All of those names will be on the wall when 
the initial build is completed. The district will continue 
to collect names for the wall well into the future. How 
quickly names can be added depends on funds. No 
district money is being used for the wall. 

Donations to the wall have come in from around the 
country, with nearly 100 individuals, businesses, 
community organizations and others contributing. 

Thanks to our largest sponsors donating $5,000 or 
more: The Lima Senior Class of 1966, Elite Builders, 
Lima Eagles Aerie 370, Lima City Schools Foundation, 
Lima Rotary Club, Buckeye Floor and Ceiling, Smith 
Boughan Mechanical Inc., the Edgar L. and Dorthy J. 
Riker Family, and Kesler Family.

Donations should be sent to Beth Jokinen at Lima 
City Schools, 755 St. Johns Ave., Lima, OH 45804. 
Checks should be made out to the Lima City Schools 
Foundation, with “Veterans Wall” written in the memo 
area.

Questions about the wall should be directed to Beth 
Jokinen at bjokinen@limacityschools.org or 419-996-
3411. A key to where names are located on the wall 
will be available at at www.limacityschools.org, under 
the Community tab. 

In the event of bad weather, the Sept. 4 program will 
be moved inside the school. 

Renewal Levy 
not a new tax, 

no additional money
The Lima City Schools will be on the ballot in 
November with a renewal levy that will not 
cost residents any additional money.

Voters going to the polls in November will be 
asked to renew a 5-year, 5.99 mill combined 
levy for operations (4.49 mills) and permanent 
improvements (1.5 mills). The renewal will 
raise $1,836,189 a year.

The permanent improvement needs include 
maintaining buildings, buses and updating 
technology. Support of the general operations 
helps with supplies, staff, utilities and building 
operations.

The renewal levy will be on the Nov. 3 ballot. 
The deadline to register to vote is Oct. 5.

Additional information on the renewal levy 
and campaign can be found at http://www.
limalevy.org, or look for “Renew the Spartan 
Pride” on Facebook.



2026 
varsity football schedule 

All games start at 7 p.m. Home games in bold

Aug. 21: Piqua
Aug. 28: Findlay
Sept. 4: at Benjamin Logan
Sept. 11: at Columbian (Tiffin)
Sept. 18: Rogers (Homecoming)
Sept. 25: at Woodward
Oct. 2: at Start
Oct. 8: at Bowsher
Oct. 16: Waite
Oct. 23: at Scott
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dates to remember
	 Aug. 11	 Back to School Celebration
		  4 to 6 p.m., MLK Park
	 Aug. 19	 First Day of School
	 Sept. 7	 Labor Day; No School 
	 Sept. 25	 No School; Staff In-service
	 Oct. 22	 End of First Estimate
	 Oct. 28 (PM)	 Parent-Teacher Conferences
	  and 29 (AM)	 Parent-Teacher Conferences
	Oct. 29 - Nov. 2	 Fall Break
	 Nov. 25 - 27	 Thanksgiving Break
	Dec. 21 - Jan. 1	 Christmas Break
	 Jan. 4	 School Resumes
	 Jan. 15	 End of Second Estimate
	 Jan. 18	 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day; No School
	 Feb. 4 (PM)	 Parent-Teacher Conferences
	 and 5 (AM)	 Parent-Teacher Conferences			 
	 Feb. 5	 No School
	 Feb. 15	 Presidents’ Day; No School
	 March 5	 No School; Staff In-service
	 March 25	 End of Third Estimate
	 March 26 - 29	 Spring Break 
	 May 27	 Last Day of School
	 May 29	 Commencement, 11:30 a.m.
**Calamity make-up days will be added at the end of the school year if needed

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS & ACTIVITIES 
LOCATED ON OUR WEBPAGE: WWW.LIMACITYSCHOOLS.ORG

LIMA CITY SCHOOLS


